Fairness session with pupils from Ysgol Gyfun Gwynllyw

We held two excellent sessions in the company of Ysgol Gyfun Gwynllyw pupils looking at fairness and we discussed what was meant by fairness and how fairness is relevant to their lives today.

We were able to discuss with a group of year 8 and the lower sixth.

After we established and agreed on the rules for the session and displayed them for all to see on the board, the icebreaker exercise received a mixed reaction. Everyone had to imagine that they had injured a body part and then I offered a plaster to everyone. Although all stated where the pain was, everyone was given a plaster on the back of their hand.

The pupils soon remarked that I did not give the pupils the plaster on the "painful" area. I stated "but I treated everyone equally by giving everyone a plaster " and the answer that came back was "equal doesn’t always mean fair. 'You didn’t respond to the individual’s needs and therefore in order that everyone gets the same thing, you do not need it in the same way for everyone to feel the same! "And that was the start of the discussion.

We then went on to identify words that came to mind when considering fairness and had all the opportunity to note these words on paper and then to explain our choice to the group. The words related to a number of hot topics of the day such as costs, immigration, stereotypes, rights, racism - to name just a few.

Once we collected enough words, the groups were given the task of creating an acrostic poem using TEG (FAIR) or TEGWCH (FAIRNESS) as a word to start. Some can be seen in the photos.
At the end of the session, we came together to create a single poem together to bring the main themes into one.

Finally, the pupils were asked what one thing had they appreciated about the session. A number of different answers were given: "I liked having the opportunity to determine the session’s rules because then everyone contributes, everyone was more aware and then they stick better to the rules."

Another mentioned...

"I did not realize that such a simple word was so complicated!" (Fair)

... and another ...

"While giving the same to everyone seems fair, it’s not. We need to respond to needs and ensure that everyone has the same opportunity. It means giving more to some people. That’s fair. "

Thanks to everyone for their willingness to cooperate and for the very lively discussion.
