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Introduction

Between 1950 and 1953 five Newport
primary schools opened their doors to serve
newly established housing estates. These
formed part of the authority’s programme
at this time for the building of new county
primary schools in order to meet the needs
of the post-war increase in birth rate.
Alway, Gaer, Maesglas, Malpas Court and St Julian’s
all held their official opening ceremonies in November
1953 during the Queen’s coronation year.
The Leader of Newport City Council, Councillor
Jane Mudd, said: “I am delighted that our five
coronation schools have been chosen to host a special
tree planting ceremony as part of the Queen’s Green
Canopy project, that encourages people across the UK
to ‘plant a tree for the jubilee’.
“I am proud to say that each school in Newport will
also be planting a commemorative tree during 2022.
These trees are a living tribute to the dedication to
service of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth ll. I am
honoured to be a part of this historic occasion.”

VIPs in attendance
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Lord Lieutenant for Gwent, Brigadier Robert Aitken CBE
The Mayor of Newport, Councillor David Williams
The High Sheriff for Gwent, Philip Alderman Esq
Leader of Newport City Council, Councillor Jane Mudd
Cabinet Member for Education and Skills, Councillor Deborah
Davies
Chief Executive of Newport City Council, Beverly Owen
Chief Education Officer for Newport City Council, Sarah Morgan

Tree planting ceremony dates:
Tuesday 1 March 2022
Maesglas Primary School and
Alway Primary School
Wednesday 2 March 2022
Gaer Primary School and
St Julian’s Primary School
Thursday 3 March 2022
Malpas Court Primary School

Alway Primary School
Originally Alway Infant School and Alway
Junior School, Alway Primary School was built
on part of the old golf links, opposite Aberthaw
Quarry - an old limestone quarry on Lady Hill.
The Alway Estate was built primarily to accommodate
the workforce of an ever-expanding iron and steel
industry based in Newport. The new Llanwern
Steelworks opened in 1962 and saw the school
numbers grow to in excess of 500 pupils in the late
1960s and through to the 1980s.
A commemorative stone was laid on 18 May 1951 by
the then Mayor of Newport, Alderman AE Wills J.P. The
school was completed and opened in September 1952.
The original building was supplemented by three
demountable buildings which housed the children of a
growing Alway population.
The infant and junior schools were amalgamated
to make Alway Primary School in 2001, under the
Headship of Mrs Sue Lewis.

The current Chair of Governors and Headteacher both
have links to the school going back many years.
The Chair of Governors, Councillor Ray Truman, was
a pupil at the school in 1956 and has been a governor
at the school since 1979. During his mayoral year in
2003/04 Councillor Truman took part in the fiftieth
anniversary of the school’s opening.
The Headteacher, Richard Hughes, moved into the
Alway area himself at the age of 10 and, although he
never attended the school as a pupil, he began his
teaching career at the school in 1989. After many years
teaching at other schools across the city he returned in
2003 as Headteacher.
Alway Primary School has received many awards for its
community approach to learning, including; Eco Schools
Green Flag, National ASD Friendly School Award,
Communication Friendly Award, and the recognition of
being a Nurturing School. Alway was in the first cohort
of the Newport Healthy Schools programme when it
began in 2001 and continues to progress and embed its
approach to health and wellbeing.

1953 - Alway Primary School
Headteacher 1953
Mr. G. Lloyd Williams (Alway Junior School)
Miss E.M. Davies (Alway Infant School)

Number on roll - 560

2022 - Alway Primary School
Headteacher 2022

Mr. Richard Hughes (Alway Primary School)

Chair of Governors
Councillor Ray Truman

Number on roll - 400

Gaer Primary School
Gaer Junior County Primary officially opened
on Friday 6 November 1953 and formed part
of the surrounding Gaer estate development.
In 1951 the estate and school won the Festival
of Britain Award of Merit and the Ministry of
Housing and Local Government Medal. A plaque to
commemorate this is found near the main entrance.
In 1999 the school was Grade 2 listed as an
exceptionally well-preserved primary school - the
centrepiece of the contemporary Gaer Estate,
which is viewed among the best post-war residential
developments in Britain.
In September 2014, Gaer Infant School and Gaer
Junior School amalgamated to form Gaer Primary
School. The infant school building became an
alternative educational provision for the city creating
an ‘early years building’ with surrounding outdoor play
facilities.

In recent years, there has been a significant refurbishment
of the school interior aligned to the school’s vision for
teaching and learning. Outdoor areas have also been
developed to enrich teaching and learning experiences.
The school now boasts numerous physical play trails, as
well as a sensory garden, raised planting beds, a forest
school area and meadow area.
Since 2014, the school has received numerous awards
including; Platinum Eco Status; ASD Friendly School;
Communication Friendly School; National Autism
Award; Nurture Schools Award; National Quality Award
and Cymraeg Campus Bronze.
In January 2022, following a significant period of informal
partnership working and successful collaboration
with Maesglas Primary School, the schools federated
forming ‘The Gaer and Maesglas Primary School
Partnership’.
Past pupils include Thea Rogers, who has achieved
accolades with Great Britain’s archery team.

1953 - Gaer Primary School
Headteacher 1953

2022 - Gaer Primary School
Executive Headteacher 2022

Miss Olive Evans

Mr Alex Smith 				

Number on roll - 480

Chair of Governors
Hannah Berry

Number on roll - 420

Maesglas Primary School
Maesglas County Primary School officially
opened on Friday 6 November 1953. The
initial building works commenced in 1938
before the outbreak of the war. The work
recommenced after the war and was
completed in 1948.
The school serves the Maesglas housing estate
which was first built in the 1930s.
In 2019, the children were responsible for
designing the branding identity for Maesglas
Primary School. A new logo, uniform and website
were designed and introduced.
Since 2019 the school has received numerous
awards: Platinum Eco Status; ASD Friendly
School Status; Nurture Schools Award; Healthy
Schools Award and Cymraeg Campus Bronze. The
processes aligned to these awards have shaped the
culture and ethos of the school.

In September 2021, Maesglas Primary opened its
new nursery building. The 21st century building
is fitted with under floor heating and boasts
an exterior ‘wet pour impact absorbing safety
surface’.
Two new external nursery canopies enable the
children to enjoy engaging learning experiences in
the outdoors.
In January 2022, following a significant period
of informal partnership working and successful
collaboration with Gaer Primary School, the
schools federated forming ‘The Gaer and Maesglas
Primary School Partnership’.
Past pupils include Sian Rogers, who played for
Wales women’s international football team.

1953 - Maesglas Primary School
Headteacher 1953
Miss M. J. Ault ( Junior School)
Miss E. M. Woodhall (Infant School)

Number on roll - 520

2022 - Maesglas Primary School
Executive Headteacher 2022
Mr Alex Smith 				

Chair of Governors
Barbara Williams

Number on roll - 314

Malpas Court Primary School
An American Army base was once situated on
the site where Malpas Court Primary School
is now located. The base provided a home for
American soldiers, living in Nissen Huts, during
WW2. It had once been the home of Thomas
Prothero, the one-time Town Clerk and an
influential citizen.

classrooms and additional pupils being taught in huts across
the road.
As new housing developed on the eastern side of Malpas
Road, another school (Malpas Park) was built to cater for
younger children. At the age of eight they transferred
across to Malpas Court to spend their last three years of
primary education.

The school and its neighbouring houses were designed
by an award-winning architect, Mr Johnson Blackett.
The foundation stone was laid in 1949 and opened to
pupils in 1951.

Today, the school is also the location for the speech
and language impairment base, catering for the four
neighbouring local authorities.

The school was designed in a way that would make it
feasible to be used as a fall out hospital during the Cold
War, hence the long corridors and adjacent rooms.

The school has extensive grounds which serve the
pupils outdoor education, a forest school occupies the
neighbouring woods. The grounds enhance the teaching of
both the Foundation Phase and Key Stage Two curriculum.

The school served the large council estate erected on
the western side of Malpas Road, on the outskirts of
Newport, after World War II and the “Woodlands”
private housing estate which developed on the eastern
side of the road.
In those days the school was filled to capacity, all
fourteen classrooms in the main building being
occupied, the hall and canteen areas being used for

Over the last decade the school has gained the following
awards; National Quality Award of the Wales Network
Healthy Schools Scheme, Eco Schools Green Flag Platinum Award, Communication Friendly Award,
Cymraeg Campus, ASD Friendly School, British Council
International Schools Full award, UNICEF Rights
Respecting School, SpLD Attachment and ACE friendly
School and Investors in Families.

1953 - Malpas Court Primary School

2022 - Malpas Court Primary School

Headteacher 1953

Headteacher 2022

Mr. C.H Griffiths Head Master of Junior Department

Mrs Debra Guy 				

Miss N. L. Hutchings Head Mistress of Infants Department

Chair of Governors

Number on roll - 560

Councillor David Mayer

Number on roll - 271

St. Julian’s Primary School
St. Julian’s Infant and Junior School was built
in 1952 and opened in 1953 was opened
by the then Mayor of Newport, Councillor
William Pinnell.
Councillor Trevor Vaughan, chairman of the
Education Committee, visited St. Julian’s Junior
school in October 1953 to plant a flowering cherry
tree to mark the Queen’s coronation year. This tree
still stands today and can be seen in front of the
junior building.
In the 1960s/70s, the Parent Teacher Association
raised enough money to purchase a swimming pool.
This outdoor pool was built on site and many past
pupils remember swimming in it - particularly how
cold it was! The last swim in the pool was in 1984
before it was removed.
The 1970s also saw the construction of a separate
nursery block offering 112 part-time places to three
and four year olds.

The schools were amalgamated in 2009 to form
St. Julian’s Primary School and, in 2010, it was
chosen to work alongside a small group of
educators across the city to develop an education
resource pack for schools based on the Ryder Cup,
which was hosted in Newport that year.
In 2016, the school was selected by Welsh
Government as one of thirteen Digital Pioneer
Schools across Wales to assist with developing
the national Digital Competence Framework
for schools. The school was then chosen as
a Professional Learning Pioneer and Quality
Improvement school involved in developing areas
of learning for the new curriculum for Wales.
In October 2018, Estyn judged the school to be
‘Excellent’ in all five inspection areas.
Nine out of the seventy-nine staff currently
employed at the school are former pupils of
St. Julian’s Primary.

Past pupils include; Fred Harris, British comedian and children’s television presenter; Erika Hossington, Series Producer
for successful BBC TV programmes; Lennon Greggains, Dragons and Wales Rugby international; Lewis Webb, Swansea
City Goalkeeper; and Sonny Lewis, the youngest ever player at Newport County FC.

1953 - St Julian’s Primary School

2022 - St Julian’s Primary School

Headteacher 1953

Headteacher 2022

Miss R.M. Fry (Head Mistress of Junior Department)

Mr Luke Mansfield				

Miss O.S. Winter (Head Mistress of Infants Department)

Chair of Governors

Number on roll - 299

Councillor Deborah Davies

Number on roll - 662

With special thanks to all those past and present
who have been a part of the schools’ community
over the past seventy years.

