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NEWPORT TO
PILOT NEW
ENERGY PROJECT

The plan will assess current energy
systems, and detail both practical
actions and a long-term vision
towards creating a zero carbon
energy system for the city by 2050.
This move towards a zero carbon
energy system is in line with:

A pilot project to develop a
long term, city-wide energy
plan for Newport is underway.
The Local Area Energy Plan project
is a Welsh government initiative
which will ask local authorities to
set out a plan for how their area
can meet its energy needs through
renewable and non-carbon sources.

•

•

•

the council’s efforts to
become a carbon neutral
organisation by 2030
the work of Welsh
government to radically
reduce the amount of carbon
emissions in Wales, and
the UK government’s
commitment to make the
UK carbon neutral by 2050

Newport and Conwy county borough
have been selected by Welsh government
as the two pilot areas, with plans to
apply learning from the pilots across
Wales, including around the delivery of
the long term energy grid infrastructure
designed to meet the needs of places
rather than individual developments.
Residents and stakeholders will have
the opportunity to help shape the plan
during consultation phases, details for
which will be announced in due course.

ELECTRIC REFUSE COLLECTION VEHICLE LAUNCHED
Back in March the council
launched Wales’ first
electric-powered refuse
collection vehicle.
The vehicle is being used on
collection rounds across the city,
but in particular will service areas,
such as Caerleon, which the council
have designated as priorities in
terms of reducing emissions to
help improve air quality levels.
The vehicle was purchased
with the assistance of Welsh
Government, who provided grant
funding for half of the cost via
their Circular Economy Fund, with
the council paying the other half.
The vehicle will reduce carbon
emissions by approximately 25-35
tonnes per year compared to a
standard, non-electric vehicle.

Cllr Roger Jeavons, deputy
leader of the council, said:

“I’m delighted that Newport is
the first local authority in the
country to launch an electric
refuse collection vehicle.
“This launch demonstrates our
commitment as a council to
improving our city’s environment
and green credentials, and I look
forward to us taking further action
to decarbonise our fleet and make
Newport a greener place to live.”
Cllr Deb Davies, cabinet member
for sustainable development,
added: “This sustainable vehicle

will not only help us meet our
aim of becoming a carbon
neutral organisation, but will also
benefit many of our residents by
reducing emissions and improving
the air quality in their wards.

The council is currently working
towards the ambition of becoming
a carbon neutral organisation
by 2030, part of which will see
us replace our existing vehicles
with eco-friendly alternatives.

“Actions such as this deliver
sustainable benefits across the city,
and have a positive impact for both
current and future generations.”

ELECTRIC VEHICLE
CHARGERS AT
THREE NEW SITES

The council is currently
undertaking work to install
electric vehicle charging
points at three more
sites across the city.
The new chargers will be located
in the car parks at Fourteen Locks,
Pye Corner and Tredegar Park.

Around 3000 households in the city
currently live within five minutes’
walk of a public charging point,
and placing the new chargers at
prominent community sites, the
council is extending this access
to hundreds more households.
The council is working hard to
improve green and electric charging

infrastructure across the city, and
will be installing additional charging
points over the coming year.
To find out more about electric
vehicle charging points, and to
locate your nearest charger, visit
newport.gov.uk/en/
Transport-Streets/Electricvehicle-charge-points.aspx
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COMMUNITY HUBS - PROVIDING EASY
ACCESS TO SERVICES
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Newport’s neighbourhood
hub provision is a one stop
shop giving residents easy
access to vital services in
their local community.
This joined-up approach offers a
range of services for both families
and individuals - including helping
with access to childcare, support
with housing, community learning
and libraries, and support with
seeking employment and training.
The teams at the hubs provide
a community based advisory
service which works to increase
the employability of people who
are not in employment, education
or training and who face complex
barriers to employment.

Delivered through a number of
national initiatives for different
age groups support includes:
•
•

•
•

•
•

•

•

One to one mentoring;
Access to a wide range of
training, work experience and
volunteering opportunities;
Training for specific
qualifications;
Employability skills, including
updating CV's, job applications
and interview preparation;
Confidence building;
Help and advice with
travel, childcare or caring
responsibilities;
Guidance and support
to access the internet for
online job applications;
Help with finding suitable
job opportunities.

For more information and
to access advice and support
the hubs are sited across
the city and can be found
at the following locations:
•

Central Hub
Based in Pill Millennium
Centre with branches in
Old Pill Library, Sea Breeze
and Stow Hill
08081 963482
CentralHub@newport.gov.uk

•

North Hub
Based in Bettws with
branches in Malpas and
Shaftesbury
08081 963482

•

East Hub
Based in Ringland
Community Centre
includes Alway, East
Newport (Moorland Park),
Somerton Hope Centre and
the Beaufort Centre in
St. Julian’s.

EXPLORE THE
NEWPORT BEYOND
YOUR DOORSTEP
Walking is good for both
physical and emotional
wellbeing and has been a
lifeline during the coronavirus
pandemic, helping people
stay active and connected.
The month of May marks national
walking month - a UK initiative
to get people walking more.
Whether you want to explore
your local area or go further afield,
there’s plenty to explore and enjoy
in Newport's beautiful parks,
open spaces and the wonderful
countryside that surrounds the
city - including wildlife walks, coastal
walks and countryside walks.
Where will you walk next?
For inspiration and ideas
to get out and about visit
newport.gov.uk/walk

EastHub@newport.gov.uk

•

West Hub
Based in Maesglas
Community Centre with
branches in Gaer and
Duffryn centres.
08081 963482
WestHub@newport.gov.uk

NorthHub@newport.gov.uk

WELSH GOVERNMENT FUNDING AWARDED FOR LEISURE CENTRE
Newport City Council has
successfully secured £7
million Welsh Government
Transforming Towns funding
towards a new city centre
leisure and well-being centre.
Located on a riverfront site,
the new purpose-built centre
will provide state-of-the-art
facilities for residents.
It will also pave the way for the
redevelopment of the existing
Newport Centre site to provide
a brand new further education
facility for Coleg Gwent delivered
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under the 21st Century Schools
and Colleges Programme.

full planning application which
is expected later this year.

Councillor Jane Mudd, Leader
of Newport City Council, said:
“Together the centre and the
campus represent a public sector
led, multi-million investment
in the city centre. As well
improving the lives of people
in the city, the developments
will have wider regeneration
and economic benefits.”
Final proposals and designs
are now being worked on
ahead of the submission of a
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YOUNG CARERS TO BENEFIT FROM NEW ID CARDS
THEY HELPED DESIGN
Children and young people in
Newport who care for sick or
disabled parents or siblings
can now use a new ID card.
Young carers, supported by
Barnardo’s Cymru, were among the
first to be able to use the cards to
highlight their caring role to teachers,
medical professionals and retailers.
Barnardo’s say the work of many
Young Carers in supporting relatives
often goes unnoticed, despite the
impact it can have on their education,
mental health and social life.
The charity organises social and
sports activities to give young carers
a break from their responsibilities
and also helps them cope with the
additional demands on them.

Newport young carers have been
involved with the card from the
beginning, designing the artwork and
helping to organise an official online
launch with senior politicians from
Newport City Council and players
from Newport County AFC.
Sian Harris, aged 16, helps look
after her older brother who suffers
with various health conditions
including cerebral palsy.
“Having a young carers’ ID card
will help me in school,” she said.
“Sometimes I might need to take a
phone call or perhaps leave early due
to my caring role. At times I find it
hard to complete homework because
I am too busy or upset. Having an ID
card will help teachers to understand
and recognise my caring role to
give me more support in school.”

THANKS TO DONORS FOR
CHILDREN’S IT

Fifteen-year-old Ellie-May Glover,
aged 15 cares for her mum who
suffers with COPD, asthma and
diabetes and her grandmother who
has osteoarthritis and diabetes.
Ellie said: “The ID cards will
make a big difference to me and
other young carers. It will help
teachers understand that I am
a young carer and if I get upset
or worried in school I will be able
to show them the card. Having
the ID card may help in shops or
pharmacies. It will help people
to understand what we do.”
It is also hoped local shops and
recreation centres will provide
discounts for the hundreds
of young carers expected to
benefit across Newport.

Companies have donated
IT equipment to the city’s
young people to help them
with their schoolwork.
Microsmith kindly gave 15 laptops
to children in residential homes and
in foster care while Wastesavers
supplied iPads. Another 10
laptops were received as part
of the Donate IT project.
Councillor Paul Cockeram, Newport
City Council’s cabinet member
for social services, said: “I would
like to say a big thank you to all
the companies for their generosity.
The young people were delighted to

MARKET
ARCADE
RESTORATION
UPDATE

Restoration work continues
at Newport Market Arcade,
with the project on track to
be completed in the summer.
The project, which is being
funded through the National
Lottery Heritage Fund, has
recently achieved a number of key
milestones, including completing
work on both the central
bridge and the glass canopy.
As part of the project’s ongoing
public engagement, residents
are being encouraged to share
their memories and thoughts
on the arcade’s future through

Follow us on facebook

a new online survey.
The survey, which can be
accessed through the link below,
will take about ten minutes to
complete, and will help the project
team build a picture of what the
Arcade means to you.
newport.gov.uk/marketarcade

Competitio
n

receive the equipment that will help
them with their schoolwork even
after they return to the classroom.

“Our aim is to support their
aspirations, including going to
university, and this is giving them
the building blocks to succeed.”

“I would also like to
thank Councillor Jason
Hughes for his help
in obtaining some of
the laptops and to
education coordinator
Wendy Hoskins in
the social care team
for her work with
Donate IT and her
commitment to ensuring
the young people
achieve their potential.

The project team have also
partnered with Newport Youth
Council to launch a design
competition open to children and
young people aged between 7 and
16, to design a unit that will add to
the ‘must see’ focus of the Arcade
as part of the regeneration project

dream space in Newport to be,
tell us through your design.

Each entry must choose one of
the following two categories for
their entry (although you can
enter as many times as you like):

There will be two prizes of £100
of high street gift vouchers that can
be exchanged at many high street
locations, one for primary learners
and one prize for secondary pupils.

1. Fantasy – Money no object,
let your dreams run free,
think Willy Wonka X NASA.
Whatever you would want your

2. Reality – A space that could
be created, whether it be the
best skateboard shop in the
world, a gym, or the best hang
out space for young people.

For more details or an application
form to enter please email hello@
newportyouthcouncil.org.uk.
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TEAMWORK KEY FOR FOSTER NEWPORT
Newport City Council was
delighted to announce a
new partnership with the
city’s Dragons to mark
Foster Care Fortnight
that began on 10 May.
During the 2021/22 season, a
banner promoting the council’s
Foster Newport will be
displayed in Rodney Parade.
And the Dragons will also be
donating match tickets that
can be used by our foster
carers and their families.
Councillor Paul Cockeram, the
council’s cabinet member for
social services, said: “We want
people to join the Foster Newport
team and our amazing network

of carers to give Newport children
a secure and happy home.
“We have carers from a wide
range of backgrounds who share
our common aim – to put children
and young people at the heart of
their lives. There are many different
types of foster care and the team
is happy to discuss all the options
with anyone who is interested.
“There is a great range of benefits
on offer for our foster carers
including training and allowances
but we are also proud of the
dedicated support our professional
social workers provide to both
the carers and the children.

For more information and joining
details, please email emma.
newrick@newport.gov.uk

Discover the stories of the men
who designed the bridge, who built
the bridge, the people who used
it and the exciting plans for the
redevelopment.
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COMMUNITY
GROUPS BENEFIT
FROM FUNDING
Twenty-four community
groups and projects have
benefitted from a share of
£103,000 of funding thanks
to a recent participatory
budgeting project.

The project received over 80
applications for grants, and held
a series of meetings in late March
where local residents could
hear pitches from each applicant
and vote for their favourites.
The successful bidders
to the fund included:
•

•
The project, Our Voice, Our Choice,
Our Port, was established to help
local communities in Newport
with Covid-19 recovery efforts.

This free online event will take place
on Friday 21 May at 11:00.

May marks Local and
Community History Month
and Newport is steeped in
history dating back to a Celtic
settlement 2,000 years ago.

Visit newport.gov.uk/fostering
or call 01633 210272 to find out
more about fostering for the council.

•

Using archival images, footage and
oral histories, Transporter Bridge
transformation project officer Emma
Newrick will take us on a journey
through time and over the river Usk.

DELVE INTO THE
HISTORY OF
YOUR LOCAL
COMMUNITY

“But anyone interested in fostering
doesn’t have to wait for the rugby
season to start. Our friendly team
can answer all your questions and
talk you through the process of
becoming one of our treasured
foster carers. So pick up the
phone or visit the website and
find out how you can make a
difference to the life of a child,”

“Pairing up with the Dragons
gives us a fantastic opportunity to

ONLINE EVENT TO DISCUSS HISTORY
OF THE TRANSPORTER BRIDGE
The Transporter Bridge
has dominated Newport’s
skyline for 115 years, but
why was it built and what
does its future hold?

raise awareness among not only
their supporters but also among
other users of Rodney Parade.

Newport libraries offer a range of
services to help you to help you
get started on tracing your family
tree or delving into the history of
Newport and your local community.
Ancestry.com has allowed
libraries to offer free home access
to the Ancestry Library Edition to
registered library members.
All you need is your library
membership card to log in.

a project run by the
Shahporan mosque
to support mental
health and wellbeing
among adults in the
Bangladeshi community;
Parents for change,
a support group for
parents and carers of
disabled young people;
Bundles Baby Clothing
Bank and Birth Support,
who will start a friendship
support scheme;

•

•

an intergenerational
digital inclusion project
run by RCV UK, and;
Newport People First,
who will establish a
knowledge portal to
provide information
surrounding learning
disabilities to help local
organisations offer more
inclusive services.

Funding for the project was
provided by Aneurin Bevan
University Health Board, with
support for the application and
engagement processes provided
by the council’s partnership,
policy and involvement team
and Mutual Gain, a company
experienced in bringing together
participatory budgeting
events across the UK.

For a full list of the successful bidders, visit
www.facebook.com/NewportFundingStrongerCommunities

Newport Reference Library has a
number of resources that will be
available when it is safe to reopen
including:
Census returns for Monmouthshire,
1841-1911 (with street indexes);
poll books from 1714 and electoral
registers from 1830; Local directories
from mid-18th century to the 1970s;
maps and newspapers; Gwent
Family History Society resources;
military rolls of honour; plus a large
selection of family history guides.

Not a library member?
Join Newport Libraries online at
newport.gov.uk/libraries
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BREATHING
SPACE FOR
PEOPLE
STRUGGLING
WITH DEBT
New legislation
designed to give people
time and space to seek
help from qualified
debt advisers came into
effect this month.
Following a successful
standard Breathing Space
application, there is a
pause of up to 60 days of
most enforcement action
on qualifying debts with
a freeze on additional
interest and charges. A
debtor cannot enter into
a further breathing space
until 12 months after the
previous one has ended.

ACTIVE TRAVEL FUNDING
CONFIRMED FOR CITY
Newport will benefit from
almost £10m of Welsh
Government funding to
improve a number of active
travel routes across the city.
The funding sees £8.878m
allocated to the construction of
a new active travel footbridge at
Devon Place, linking it across the
main railway line to Queensway.
A further £100k has been allocated
to improve the canal link path
between Bettws and Malpas, with
£61k allocated to develop Eastern
Links active travel paths at Lliswerry
Pond, providing an off-road option
that will link with the surrounding
area, and also the Newport
International Sports Village, with
paths developed to provide routes
to and through the NISV site.

A mental health crisis
Breathing Space is only
available to someone
receiving mental health crisis
treatment. The breathing
space lasts as long as the
treatment requires plus an
additional 30 days. There
is no limit to how many
times this can be used.

The council will also receive £751k in
core allocation grants, which will go

The scheme is not about a
payment holiday but about
debtors taking steps to
find a solution to their debt
problems, such as making
a payment arrangement.

Trading Standards Wales has
joined forces with the charity
Crimestoppers to provide
a service, which enables
members of the public to
anonymously provide valuable
information to help keep
communities safe and healthy.

Qualifying debts include a
wide range of commercial
and government debts, such
as credit cards, store card
and council tax arrears.
To find free, high-quality
debt advice relating to
Breathing Space visit
moneyadviceservice.
org.uk/en/tools/debtadvice-locator

Residents have been letting us
know where you would like to see
new active travel routes as part of
our latest network map review. A
consultation with proposed new
routes based on your suggestions
will begin this month – look out
for more details about this on
our social media channels.

Active travel footbridge plans for Devon Place

RESIDENTS URGED TO REPORT ILLEGAL
TOBACCO CRIMES

If you have information on
any of the following, you can
tell us what you know:

•
•

Doorstep crime
Sale of age-restricted
products
Counterfeit goods
Rogue trading

You can contact Crimestoppers
on 0800 555 111 or at
crimestoppers-uk.org.

MAYORAL
CHARITIES FOR
2021/22 CHOSEN
Incoming Mayor of
Newport, Cllr David
Williams, has chosen the
charities that he will be
supporting during his year
in office: Newport Mind and
Friends of Gwent Music.
One of twenty local Mind
associations in Wales, Newport
Mind is a mental health charity
which provides support, advice
and services to people in Newport
facing mental health problems.
newportmind.org

It is one of five issues that Trading
Standards Wales and Crimestoppers
are working together on, to
encourage members of the public
to provide information on concerns
they might have, 100% anonymously.

•
•

Follow us on facebook

towards developing new
schemes identified as part
of the 2017/18 active travel
network map review.

The campaign compliments
recent work by the council’s
trading standards team to target
shops within the city identified
as selling counterfeit cigarettes.
The team have successfully applied
for seven such stores to be
served with three-month closure
orders. Three of those shops
were identified as being involved
in significant criminal behaviour,

with £20,000 worth of illegal
tobacco seized from these stores.
Illicit tobacco worth around
£16,000 has been seized from a
further four stores where closure
orders have not been served.
If you have an issue that you
want to report to trading
standards, visit newport.gov.
uk/tradingstandards.

The Friends of Gwent Music
support the work of Gwent Music
by sourcing and providing funding
to help them run their activities.
Funding that the Friends have
raised in the past has supported
transport to music competitions,
and also paying for instruments.
gwentmusic.co.uk/friends

newportcitycouncil......................................................................................................................................................... NEWPORT MATTERS MAY 2021
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NEW 20MPH SPEED LIMITS
We have recently completed
work to reduce speed
limits across a number of
residential streets in six
city wards to 20mph.

related social distancing
regulations remain in force.
The new speed limits now
apply in streets across the
following six wards:

The measures were introduced
to help improve safety within
residential streets, with evidence
showing that lower speeds lead to
fewer collisions, and also reduce
the severity of any collisions
and injuries that may occur.

•
•
•
•
•
•

The measures will also help
ensure safety within residential
streets while coronavirus-

The measures have been
introduced on a temporary basis
initially, ahead of a potential

Allt-yr-Yn
Bettws
Lliswerry
Malpas
Ringland
Victoria

national rollout of plans by Welsh
Government to make 20mph the
default speed in residential areas.
It is hoped that, as well as
increasing safety, the new speed
limits will encourage more
people to feel confident choosing
sustainable travel options such
as walking and cycling, which
the council is also promoting
through its active travel schemes.
Residents can find a full list of
streets with new 20mph
speed limits at:
newport.gov.uk/20mph

,
Everything with a plug
be
battery or cable can
reused or recycled.
Gellir ailddefnyddio
neu ailgylchu unrhyw
beth gyda phlwg,
batri neu gebl.

EU SETTLEMENT SCHEME
Newport is home to
thousands of EU, EEA, and
Swiss citizens who contribute
to our communities.

There is a range of support
to help you complete your
application and help and advice is
available in a range of languages.

We want EU citizens to be able
to continue living and working in
the city and to be able to access
all the services and benefits
that they are entitled to.

To apply online visit
gov.uk/settled-statuseu-citizens-families

To stay in the UK, EU citizens and
their close family members will
need to apply to the EU Settlement
Scheme. Applications must be
made before 30 June 2021.
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To access support visit
eusswales.com
To contact Newport City Council
for advice, visit
newport.gov.uk/brexit or email
equalities@newport.gov.uk

NEW APP FOR
EMAGAZINES
WITH NEWPORT
LIBRARIES
In April, access to digital
magazines and comics with
Newport libraries moved
from the RBdigital collection
to a new app called Libby.
With Libby library members can
now access more than 3,300

popular magazines to download
and read on any device at any
time. There are no waiting lists or
reservations and they do not count
towards checkout limits and you
can even renew your selections.

RESIDENTS’
EMAIL
NEWSLETTER

Members who already use the
eMagazines and eComics service
RBdigital will notify you via the app
two weeks before the transfer
and will redirect you to Libby.

Have you signed up for our
residents newsletter yet?

To find out more and to register
with Libby visit
newport.gov.uk/libraries

We'll send you regular emails
with the latest news and
information from Newport City
Council direct to your inbox.
We'll also let you know when
there's big news or an event
you might be interested in.
Subscribe to our mailing list at
newport.gov.uk/signup
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