
Newport’s full council voted 
overwhelmingly to give the 
Royal British Legion (RBL) 
the honorary freedom of the 
city in its centenary year.

Councillor Jane Mudd, Leader of 
Newport City Council, proposed 
the motion and it was seconded 
by Councillor Mark Spencer.

A ceremony to formally 
bestow the honour will take 
place later this year.

Councillor Mudd said:  
“The Royal British Legion has 
been a lifeline to the armed forces 
community for 100 years and 
this is our way of honouring the 
organisation in this very special 
year for them. 

“It was formed in 1921 to  
provide support to veterans and 
their families and was the catalyst 
for the annual Remembrance 
Day and the Poppy Appeal.

“Every November we still pause 
and remember all those who 
have sacrificed so much for our 
country in all wars and conflicts 
while the Poppy Appeal raises 
millions of  pounds to help 
members of  the armed forces, 
veterans and their families.

“We cannot underestimate 
the difference that the RBL 
has made, and continues to 
make, to people’s lives.”

Newport has four branches of  
the RBL and granting the 
organization the honorary 
freedom of  the city is our 
salute its service and the 
contribution it has made to 
the people of  Newport. 
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A memorial to Newport- 
born Commander John 
Wallace Linton who was 
awarded the Victoria Cross 

for his bravery during the 
Second World War can now 
be found in Mariner’s Green.

Commander Linton, who was 
nicknamed Tubby and was also 
a renowned rugby player, was 
killed in action in 1943. He was 
honoured for his gallantry while 
serving with the Royal Navy.

The memorial was moved from 
near the Riverfront Theatre 
to its new home in agreement 
with members from the 
Merchant Navy Association 
and Royal Navy Association.

Councillor Jane Mudd, 

HMS Severn, Newport’s  
formerly affiliated naval vessel, 
has officially reinstated its 
association with the city. 

The ship last berthed at Alexandra 
Docks and exercised its Freedom 
of  the City in late 2017 prior to 
its planned decommission.

However, due to Brexit, the Royal Navy 
did not sell HMS Severn, but decided 
to keep and recommission her. 

Councillor Jane Mudd, Leader of  
the Council, said: “We enjoyed a 
long and successful relationship 
between the city and the Royal 
Navy and were disappointed when 

HMS Severn’s tenure was to end. 

“For her to be back in service 
and her affiliation with the city 
reinstated is excellent news. We 
look forward to celebrating with 
the ship, her Captain and crew.” 

HMS Severn is a River-class offshore 
patrol vessel built by Vosper Thornycroft 
at their Woolston yard. She first 
entered service in June 2003. With 
her sisters Tyne and Mersey, she is 
one of  three offshore patrol vessels 
ploughing the seas around the UK 
almost every day of  the year.

It is hoped HMS Severn will return 
to port in Newport later this year.
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Transport for Wales, in 
partnership with Newport 
Bus and the council, has 
undertaken a huge expansion 
of the fflecsi service.

A fleet of  nine new buses are now 
covering the whole of  Newport 
to complement and enhance the 
existing scheduled bus services.

It follows the success of  
Wales’ first fflecsi pilot which 
was launched in Rogerstone 
and St Julian’s last year. 

The fflecsi buses gives many 
more people across Newport 
access to public transport, 
operating from 8am until 11pm 
from Monday to Saturday and 
from 9am to 7pm on Sundays.

Residents are finding it easier 
to get to work, school or 
appointments, for shopping, 
meeting friends or connecting 
with other buses and trains.

Fares are payable when boarding 
the buses and will be the same as 
on the scheduled Newport Bus 
services. Concessionary passes 
and MyTravel Pass are also valid. 

The biggest difference is journeys 
have to be booked either through 
the app or over the phone. 

Passengers are offered the best 
journey solution, either by local 
Newport bus or the fflecsi service.

Councillor Roger Jeavons, 
Newport City Council’s deputy 
leader and cabinet member for 
city services, said: “We believe 
this is a great opportunity to 
improve the public transport 
network in the city and offer our 
residents enhanced bus services 
that give more choice and more 
flexibility with their journeys.

“One of  the many positive aspects 
of  fflecsi is that it complements 
the scheduled services operated 
by Newport Bus, not replaces 
them. I’m sure it will be popular 
with passengers and will have a 
life beyond the pilot. Newport 
is leading the way on providing 
public transport services fit 
for today and the future."

To find out more, including 
details of  the services, map of  
the fflecsi zone and how to book,  
visit https://fflecsi.wales

Construction work on 
a new bridge across the 
main railway line at Devon 
Place has commenced.

The bridge, which will link Devon 
Place with Queensway, is being 
built to replace the existing 
subway. Pedestrians, wheelchair 
users and cyclists will all be able 
to use the bridge, which is being 
built to active travel standards.

Footpath closures will be in 
place on both Devon Place 
and Queensway throughout 
the duration of  the works.

The existing subway will also 
be closed, with a diverted 
walking route via Bridge Street 
in place for residents wishing 
to cross the railway line. 

Temporary road closures to 
Devon Place will be required 
at times throughout the works, 
and these will be advertised by 
the council well in advance. 

NEW BUS SERVICES FOR THE CITY 
WORK STARTS 
ON DEVON 
PLACE BRIDGE

ORGAN

DON’T LET 
ORGAN 
DONATION BE A 
GUESSING GAME
 

In 2019, Newport was  
proud to host the British 
Transplant Games and 
became the UK’s second 
Donor City. 
 
Organ Donation Week takes 
place this month (September 
20-26) with the theme “have a 
chat – leave them certain”.

The campaign encourages people 
to talk to their loved ones about 
organ donation. Families are always 
involved before donations go ahead.

Make a decision, register it, and then 
tell your family. If you do nothing, 
you will be treated as having no 
objection to being a donor and 
your consent will be deemed.

If a family does not know what 
their relative wanted, they are 
far less likely to support your 
decision about organ donation. 

Whatever you do make sure your 
decision is known - don’t let organ 
donation be a guessing game.

Find our more about organ 
donation here https://gov.wales/
organ-donation-campaign

If  you or a member of your family 
is a transplant patient or a living 
donor, Newport Live, the council’s 
sports and leisure partner, can offer 
support with taking part in sports, 
a personalised physical activity 
programme or to become involved 
in sports volunteering and coaching.   
 
To find out more contact Newport 
Live on 01633 656757 or 
enquiries@newportlive.co.uk

LOOKING FOR 
WORK? WE CAN 
HELP

 
Teams in our  
neighbourhood hubs can 
offer employment support 
to residents across the city.

This includes employment 
mentoring, job searches, writing 
a CV that will make you stand 

out from the crowd and free 
employment-related courses. 

Advice can also be given on 
financial support for things like 
travel to training or job interviews; 
digital access and childcare.

They work with local 
employers so can help with 
specific job applications for 
a range of  positions.

 
Freephone 08081 963482 
or email as follows:

• Central Hub 
(Pill, Maindee, Stow Hill  
and Allt-yr-Yn)  
CentralHub@newport.gov.uk

• North Hub  
(Bettws, Malpas, Shaftesbury 
and Caerleon)  
NorthHub@newport.gov.uk 
 

• East Hub 
(Ringland, Alway, Somerton, 
Lliswerry, Beechwood, 
St Julians, Langstone and 
Underwood) 
EastHub@newport.gov.uk

• West Hub 
(Maesglas, Gaer, Duffryn, 
Rogerstone and Marshfield)  
WestHub@newport.gov.uk

https://fflecsi.wales
https://gov.wales/organ-donation-campaign
https://gov.wales/organ-donation-campaign
www.newport.gov.uk
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Newport has stepped 
forward in the contest 
to become UK City 
of Culture 2025.

If  successful it would see the 
city and wider Gwent region 
host a year-long programme of  
events, activities and projects 
that celebrate Newport’s 
diverse culture, boosting the 
exposure locally, regionally, 
nationally and internationally.

An expression of  interest has 
been submitted to central 
government which details how 
the council and its partners 
will embrace the opportunity 
to highlight what our city and 
region has to offer and use 
it as a driver for change.

The next stage will see a number 
of  entrants invited to submit 
a full bid by January 2022 – at 
the time of  Newport Matters 
going to press, the council were 
awaiting this announcement.

The winning city or town will 
be revealed in spring 2022.

Councillor Jane Mudd, Leader 
of  Newport City Council, spoke 
of  the ambitious bid: “Newport 
City Council and its partners are 
committed to ensuring people 

feel good about living, working, 
visiting and investing in our city. 
We want to seize every opportunity 
to promote confidence and pride 
within our communities and to 
showcase Newport and Gwent 
to the wider world – that is why 
we want to step up and be the 
UK City of  Culture 2025.

“Newport is a city with a proud 
cultural tradition and heritage. We 
are the gateway to south Wales, 
with communities diverse and rich 
in culture, tradition and language.

“We are also part of  a wider 
region, formerly known as Gwent, 
where our past, present and future 
are inextricably linked. We share 
a social, cultural and economic 
history underpinned by our 
internationally recognised heritage. 

“We want to challenge and shape 
people’s views about Newport – to 
tell the world about our unique 
culture and our long history.” 

“We want to help promote 
our passion for music, art and 
homegrown talent – to hear 
poetry, performance and music 
in our public spaces, parks and 
communities and emanating from 
our establishments large and small. 
From elite sport and major events 
to grassroots sport in communities 

we want to share and celebrate our 
activities right across the region.”

Newport has a strong track 
record of  partnership working 
and delivering major events 
on an international scale.

“The legacy will be considerable 
– improved access to culture and 
heritage for residents and visitors 
alike, the bringing together of  
communities, the celebration 
and better understanding 
of  our cultural diversity, and 

another step up on the global 
stage which can only enhance 
our journey of  transformation. 
I sincerely hope everyone will 
come together to support the 
bid.” said Councillor Mudd.

 

Council contact centre 
staff will resume face-
to-face services in a new 
temporary home from  
6 September. 
 
Appointments only will be 
available in The Riverfront 
for residents with queries 
relating to housing, 
housing benefits, council 
tax and appointees. 

Residents can also continue 
to find information about 
council services, make 
requests or report issues 
online at newport.gov.uk 
or by calling 01633 656656.

As part of  a longer-term 
plan, contact services 
are going to move to 
Central Library and 
Museum next year. 

New co-working and 
incubation spaces are 
being established by 
Tramshed in the former 
railway building which is 
already home to Cardiff 
University’s prestigious 
National Software Academy.

While work is carried out 
to the John Frost Square 
building, Central Library 
is taking up temporary 
residence in a unit in the 
nearby Kingsway Centre.  
 
To find out more visit 
newport.gov.uk/libraries Newport City Council is 

proud to support a number 
of Home Office refugee 
resettlement schemes 
which provide people fleeing 
conflict and persecution 
with a place of sanctuary. 

This year, after several years 
of  support, we are saying 
goodbye and good luck to 
several of  our families. 

The Al Mohtadi family arrived in 
Newport in 2017 after escaping 
the conflict in Syria and spending 
five years in refugee camps. 

 

The family had spoke no 
English, few belongings and 
no connections to the city. 

But they have faced the challenges 
of  learning a new language, 
settling into a strange city with 
a very different culture, and 
finding opportunities which 
can help them contribute to 
their local community. 

Now the family is thriving. Mum 
is the main carer for her husband, 
and is striving to set up her own 
business from home, while the 
three children are following their 
dreams and studying hard to  
secure jobs in the medical sector.  

Our refugee support team  
have supported the family to 
access language lessons, with 
practical tasks like managing a 
tenancy and helping them to 
explore volunteering, employment 
and training opportunities. 

We are so proud of  all of  our 
families who work so hard to 
embrace life here in Newport 
despite the trauma that they have 
experienced in other countries 
and the challenges they face here. 

We wish the Al Mohtadi family 
the very best of  luck on the 
next part of  their journey.

 

                                  

A GOOD NEWS STORY FROM OUR VULNERABLE PERSONS 
RESETTLEMENT TEAM

FACE-TO-FACE 
CONTACT  
CENTRE 
APPOINTMENTS 
RESUME

NEWPORT MAKES BID FOR CITY OF 
CULTURE 2025 

For more information 
visit cityofnewport.
wales/cityofculture

Support us on social media 
using #Newport25

http://www.newport.gov.uk/libraries
www.cityofnewport.wales/cityofculture
www.newport.gov.uk
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On Sunday 24 October 
2021 the ABP Newport 
Wales Marathon, 10K and 
Family Mile will return to 
the streets of Newport and 
surrounding countryside.

The event has been rescheduled 
from its regular April date and 
will be delivered with a number 
of  additional safety and hygiene 
measures to ensure the safety of  
participants, spectators and the 
local community. It will return 
to a spring date in 2022. 

The third staging of  the event 
will once again showcase the city 
and wider region, attract tourism 
and generate significant economic 
impact into the local economy, 
while raising money for several 
charities and good causes. 

It will be necessary to implement 
a series of  road closures along the 
route, details of  which can be found 
on the accompanying map which 
will also be sent out to directly 
affected residents and businesses. 

For more information or to sign up 
as a volunteer or participant visit 
newportwalesmarathon.co.uk 

Newport has joined 
forces with the other 
21 not-for-profit local 
authority fostering services 
in Wales to become 
part of a new national 
network, Foster Wales.

Teams across the nation are 
combining their efforts and 
expertise to significantly increase 
the number and diversity of  
local authority foster carers.

With decades of  experience, 
they work together and share 
information and expertise to 
make a significant national impact 
on the futures of  young people.

The city council’s fostering 
services is now known as 
Foster Wales Newport.

Across Wales, every child in 
need of  a foster carer is in the 
care of  their local authority, so 
continually forming relationships 
within their local communities 
will help Foster Wales enable 
children to stay in their local 
area when it’s right for them.

Councillor Paul Cockeram,  
Newport City Council’s cabinet 
member for social services, said: 
“Working with Foster Wales  
means offering the right local 
home to a child who needs 
that opportunity and getting 
the expert local support and 
training needed to equip foster 
carers for the journey ahead.”

To find out more about 
local authority fostering in 
Newport visit fosterwales.
newport.gov.uk

FOSTER WALES NEWPORT 

NEWPORT MARATHON RETURNS 

http://www.newportwalesmarathon.co.uk
http://www.fosterwales.newport.gov.uk
www.newport.gov.uk
https://fosterwales.newport.gov.uk/en/
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Adult Learners’ Week, 
now in its 30th year, is 
the biggest adult learning 
campaign in Wales with over 
10,000 adults taking part. 

This year, Newport learning and 
libraries will be running a variety 
of  both online and face-to-face 
taster courses across the week 
of  20 to 26 September 2021. 

These courses will  be delivered 
alongside local partners including, 
Pobl, GAVO and Coleg Gwent.

The aim is to raise awareness of  
the adult learning classes available in 
Newport and highlight the value of  
adult learning.  It will offer individuals 
the chance to discover the wide 
range of  learning opportunities 

available by different providers 
in Newport. Adult learning can 
be undertaken for many reasons 
including personal development, 
improving access to employments, 
health and wellbeing, or simply 
to embark on a new hobby.  

Find out more about the Adult 
Learner’s Week as well as the 
courses that are run throughout  
the year at newport.gov.uk/ 
communitylearning 

LEARN A 
NEW SKILL 
DURING ADULT 
LEARNER’S WEEK 

APPLY FOR A SCHOOL OR NURSERY 
PLACE IN 2022 

Pupils from the John 
Frost High School in 
Duffryn have helped 
Newport-based artist 
Andy O’Rourke 
transform an underpass 
on a major cycle route 
as part of the National 
Lottery Heritage 
funded Living Levels 
programme for the 
Gwent Levels.   
 
The dazzling mural artwork 
features hundreds of  
brightly-painted, iridescent 
starlings as they fly through 
sunset clouds and clear blue 
sky to their final destination.

It introduces local 
walkers and cyclists 
who use the route to 
a wildlife phenomenon 
they can witness at 
Newport Wetlands.  

GCSE fine arts students 
worked with Andy 
learning new skills and 
techniques and contributing 
to the final piece at the 
underpass which links 
Duffryn with Maesglas. 

Natalie Vaughan said:  
“I enjoyed taking part in 
this unique opportunity 
to experiment with a new 
media and to work on such 
an important mural.”

Carys Gapper added:  
“I thoroughly enjoyed my 
experience with Mr O'Rourke 
and I am honoured to have 
been chosen by my art 
teacher, Miss Lockwood, for 
this amazing opportunity.” 

MAESGLAS 
UNDERPASS 
ARTWORK

Do you have a child born 
between 1 September 2018 
and 31 August 2019?  

Applications are open for 
a September 2022 nursery 
place and will close on 
15 September 2021.  

Applications must be submitted 
by the deadline.  If  submitted 
after the closing date, it will 
be less likely that your child 
will be able to attend the 
nursery of  your choice.

Application opening dates for all 
year groups for September 2022 
are outlined in the following table:

 

                                  

Term Start Half-term 
starts Half-term ends Term ends

Autumn 2021 2 September 
2021 25 October 2021 29 October 2021 17 December 

2021

Spring 2022 4 January 2022 21 February 2022 25 February 2022 8 April 2022

Summer 2022 25 April 2022 30 May 2022 3 June 2022 22 July 2022

Nursery Reception Year 7  
(secondary school)

Year 12  
(sixth form)

Eligible 
children's  

date of birth:

1 September 2018 
to 31 August 2019

1 September 2017 
to 31 August 2018

1 September 2010 
to 31 August 2011

1 September 2004 
to 31 August 2005

Apply online 
from: 7 July 2021 3 November 2021 22 September 

2021
Apply directly  
to the school 

Closing date: 15 September 
2021 12 January 2022 24 November 

2021
Apply directly  
to the school 

Decision date:
1 December 2021
(September and
January places)

19 April 2022 1 March 2022
Apply directly  
to the school

Term dates for school year 2021-2022

For more information visit  
newport.gov.uk/schools

SUPPORT FOR 16 
TO 18 YEAR OLDS 

When the new academic 
year starts in September 
some young people who left 
school at the age of 16 may 
find themselves wondering 
where to go next with their 
education or career.  

Newport Youth Academy (NYA) 
works with young people aged 
between 16 and 18 who are not 
in education, employment or 
training, helping them to achieve 

their potential and find their 
path to a successful future.

Working with local training 
providers, there are a variety of  
courses on offer which can provide 
young people with routes into a 
number of  different careers.  

They can also earn up to £50 a 
week while doing the course. 

Courses include; hair and 
beauty, care, construction, 
business and administration, IT, 
STEM and coding, customer 
service or hospitality.

For more information on what’s 
available and how to apply 
visit newport.gov.uk/nya 

http://www.newport.gov.uk/
communitylearning 
http://www.newport.gov.uk/schools
http://www.newport.gov.uk/nya
www.newport.gov.uk/communitylearning


 
As part of Recycle Week  
2021, Wastesavers is calling  
for people to recycle or donate 
unwanted electrical items 
rather than throw them away.  

Discarded unwanted electricals is 
the fastest growing waste stream 
in the world. Paper and plastic 
are widely recycled but electrical 
items are often thrown out or 
hidden away in a cupboard.

Small items that no longer work 
can go in the blue box and collected 
at the kerbside. These will then 
be broken up and recycled.  

Working items can be donated 
to either the Tip Shop or to 
Wastesavers’ new Reuse Centre at 
138 Chepstow Road, Newport.  

Anything with a plug, lead or battery 
can be either recycled or reused. 
There is no need to throw any 
of it into the general waste bin.

Recycle week runs from 20 - 26 
September 2021 and this year’s 
theme is to ‘Step it Up this Recycle 
Week’ and increase recycling at 
home to help fight climate change.

Find out more on what can 
be recycled and how visit 
newport.gov.uk/recycling 
and wastesavers.co.uk
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The council has recently 
recruited a new graffiti 
enforcement officer to 
help tackle graffiti on 
private property.

Most graffiti in the city is on private 
land, which the council cannot 
remove in the same way we would 
if  it were on council-owned land.

The new role will work with 
residents, businesses, housing 
associations and owners of street 
furniture, providing assistance on 
the removal of graffiti and advice 
on how to stop it recurring. 

If  you know of a graffiti hotspot in 
the city, then you can report it to us 
through the My Newport app. 

 
The council has recently 
invested in new equipment to 
help keep our streets clean. 
 
A new chewing gum removal 
machine will make it easier for us 
to clean gum from pavements. This 
will be used primarily in retail areas, 
as these are areas where more gum 
tends to be dropped on the floor. 

We have also invested in two weed 
ripping machines. These machines 
mechanically remove both weeds 
and the soil in which they grow. 

The machines have significantly 
reduced our use of  chemicals in 
treating weeds, with many areas 
of  the city now being managed 
without using chemicals.

RECYCLING AND STREET 
CLEANING

NEW ROLE TO  
TACKLE GRAFFITI

NEW MACHINES 
TO HELP KEEP 
STREETS CLEAN

PARTNERSHIP 
WORK SEES 
LITTERING LEVELS 
DROP

We are running a trial 
scheme in partnership 
with Newport City Homes 
(NCH) which sees our 
waste enforcement officers 
issue fines to people who 
litter on NCH land. 

The trial started in April and 
has already seen a significant 
reduction in litter in areas 
such as Ringland, Malpas and 
Bettws. In the first month 
littering levels dropped by 
over 90 per cent around the 
Ringland Shopping Centre.

Both the council and Newport 
City Homes would like to 
thank our residents for their 
continued support in making our 
communities a nicer  
place to live  
and work.    

SECOND TEAM IN 
PLACE TO TACKLE  
FLY-TIPPING

We have recently hired a 
second Pride in Newport 
team, which has doubled 
our capacity to take action 
against fly-tipping.

The teams respond to fly-tipping 
reports and proactively remove 
waste, and they will begin 

operating a seven days per week 
service from the autumn.  
 
In addition to removing waste, 
these teams check for evidence and 
pass any details to our enforcement 
officers who then follow up 
any potential prosecutions.

The teams also check black bags left 
in or next to litter bins and recycling 
sites and in retail areas. Leaving 
bags in these areas is fly-tipping and 
can result in fines for offenders. 

We remind residents to dispose of  
their waste correctly and not to fill 
up public litter bins with household 
waste.  It only takes one black bag 
deposited in a litter bin to put that 
bin out of  action until it is next 
emptied, increasing litter in the area 
and inconveniencing many people. 

 

REUSE OR RECYCLE 
YOUR UNWANTED 
ELECTRICALS 

http://www.wastesavers.co.uk
www.newport.gov.uk/recycling
www.newport.gov.uk



