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On | April 2009, Newport City Council and the Newport
School of Education held a major conference at the
university’s Caerleon Campus on Emotional Intelligence.

The conference launched Newport’s
programme for developing emotional
intelligence as a key tool for helping
learners develop their self belief and
self esteem. Keynote speakers included
Prof Guy Claxton, Julie Casey, and Dr
Maughn Gregory. It was attended by
approximately 150 delegates including
many of Newport’s Headteachers,
Deputy Headteachers, teachers,
education service officers, university
staff, and representatives from the
Welsh Assembly Government and the
office of the Children's Commissioner
for Wales.

Dr Brett Pugh, Chief Education Officer,
opened the conference, stating "VWe are
going to build character as well as fine young
minds. Emotional intelligence is not only
about ourselves but about our relationships
with others and how we manage our
emotions.We know that developing
emotional intelligence contributes to
improved attainment for children and young

Left to right: Elaine Morgan, Helen Hampson, Amy
Miggins, and Sherry Saunders

Dr Carl Peters (centre) looks at the Sex and Relationship
Education Toolkit with Andrew Powles and Matthew Green

people, so it is of equal relevance to
teachers, teaching assistants and education
leaders and managers as it is to learners.
Our strategy for raising standards across
the board is that the full potential of any
Newport learner, no matter where he or
she starts in terms of baseline ability and
knowledge, will be maximized when the
learner has self-belief and resilience at the
heart of what he or she does.”

Headteacher at Lliswerry Primary School,
Sherry Saunders, thought the conference
was very useful. She said, “Social and

emotional learning, restorative justice and
building learning power are all integral to

what we do as teachers - they are not
add-ons to the curriculum and learning.
When we go back to school, we will be
drawing together these various approaches
and implementing them into a workable
framework for the school as a whole"

Developing Emotional Intelligence is set to
be high on the agenda for Newport City
Council’s vision for the next decade of
Education and the Newport will be the first
authority in Wales to provide Social and
Emotional Aspects of Learning (SEAL)
training to all our schools.

“This conference has been a key milestone in
the partnership between the University and
Newport City Council's Education Service,”
said Dr Carl Peters, Dean of Newport
School of Education.“Over the last decade a
purposeful and effective partnership has
grown between our two organisations, and
this conference launched the next decade of
developments which explore the promotion
of learner well-being.”

Delegates were also provided with the
opportunity to see the unveiling of a new
Sex and Relationship Education (SRE) Toolkit
for schools. Produced in response to the
recommendations of the latest Estyn review
of Sex and Relationship Education, and
designed in collaboration with local schools
and Newports University, the Sex and
Relationship Education toolkit will shortly
be rolled out to schools and other young
people’s settings.

Welcome to

Liz Jones
Additional
Educational
Needs
Adviser

This term, we welcome Liz Jones to
the Education Service as Additional
Educational Needs Adyviser. Liz tells us
about her background, her interests,
and her role in Newport.

| started as a primary school teacher in the
days when Mid Glamorgan existed as a
county. Following qualifying as an Educational
Psychologist, | joined Gwent LEA in 1991
and spent a brief period in Newport before

being relocated to Cwmbran. In 2001, | took
up a specialist post in the Vale of Glamorgan
and in 2005 became a Senior Educational
Psychologist in Cardiff.

Having three boys aged 9, 10 and 12 curtails
the amount of free time that | have to pur-
sue my own interests, but any time that | do
have is usually spent playing or watching
sport. Despite my increasing years and
creaking joints | still play netball (albeit for a
VETS team) in the premier division of
Cardiff and the Vale netball league. | am also
a qualified sports psychologist and in the
past have spent many of my weekends work-
ing with sports men and women from differ-
ent disciplines and have enjoyed the oppor-
tunity to prepare international athletes for
world championships and commonwealth
games. | have been able to combine my
interests in psychology, sport and special
needs through working with international

athletes in the Special Olympics when they
were last held in Cardiff.

There are two aspects to my role in
Newport, one being to promote inclusion
of pupils with additional needs through
effective teaching and learning, and the
second is to work within a link team to
support a cluster of schools. | am passionate
about inclusion and equality of opportunity
for all learners and see this as an integral
part of the school improvement agenda.

| consider it a privilege to work with schools
and never cease to be amazed by some of
the outstanding quality of teaching and
learning that | regularly see in classrooms,
sometimes despite difficult circumstances. In
the short space of time that I've been here,

| have already seen examples of this. | am
looking forward to meeting staff and pupils
to learn more about schools in Newport.






