
   
 

Newport City Council 

Consultation report 

Proposal to amalgamate Duffryn Infant School and Duffryn Junior School into an all-

through 3-11 primary school with effect from April 2017 or as soon as possible 

thereafter.  

  Formal Consultation period:  

5
th
 September 2016 to 16

th
 October 2016 

Purpose 

This report is published in line with the requirements of the School Standards and 

Organisation (Wales) Act 2013 and the School Organisation Code, July 2013.  

This consultation report includes the following sections: 

 The Proposal 

 Stakeholder Engagement 

 Everyday Summary Version – Children & Young People 

 Consultation Responses 

 Estyn 

 Learner Voice 

 Frequently Asked Questions 

 Copy of the Pupil Questionnaire (at Appendix A) 

The Proposal 

To amalgamate Duffryn Infant School and Duffryn Junior School into an all-through 3-11 

primary school with effect from April 2017 or as soon as possible thereafter.  

Stakeholder Engagement 

An invitation to take part in the statutory consultation was issued to the following 

stakeholders, with a link to the consultation pack on the Council’s website sent by e-mail, or 

hard copies being made available through the schools: 
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 Teachers, staff and the governing body of Duffryn Infant School and Duffryn Junior 

School; 

 Parents, carers and guardians of pupils attending Duffryn Infant School and Duffryn 

Junior School; 

 Pupils at Duffryn Infant School and Duffryn Junior School; 

 The Church in Wales, Diocese of Monmouth; 

 Roman Catholic Archdiocese; 

 The Headteachers and Governing Bodies of all local schools and those within the 

cluster, ie., The John Frost School, Clytha Primary School, Gaer Primary School, 

Glasllwch Primary School, Maesglas Primary School, Marshfield Primary School, 

Pillgwenlly Primary School, St David’s RC Primary School and St Woolos Primary 

School;  

 All Newport City Council elected members; 

 The Welsh Ministers; 

 Assembly Members (AMs) and Members of Parliament (MPs) representing the area 

served by the schools subject to the proposals; 

 Estyn; 

 The South East Wales Education Achievement Service; 

 The regional Transport Consortium; 

 Teaching and staff trade unions representing teachers and staff at Duffryn Infant 

School and Duffryn Junior School; 

 The Police and Crime Commissioner for Gwent; 

 The local Communities First partnership (or equivalent); 

 The Community Councils for Coedkernew, Marshfield, Michaelston-y-Fedw and 

Wentlooge.   

The following consultation events were arranged.  These were publicised via a letter to 

stakeholders, on the Council website and through the consultation document. 

Venue Date and Time Event type 

Duffryn Infant School, 
Partridge Way, NP10 8WP 

Tuesday 13th September 2016, 
9.00am – 11.00am   

Drop-in event 

Duffryn Junior School, 
Partridge Way, NP10 8WP 

Thursday 15th September  2016, 
3.00pm – 5.00pm  

Drop-in event 

 

Whilst only a small number of parents attended these sessions to find out more about the 

proposals, they were well attended by staff from across the two schools. 

Everyday Summary Version – Children & Young People 

An Everyday Summary Version of the main consultation document was published and 

shared with stakeholders. This document was also targeted at children and young people. 

In addition a children’s questionnaire was created and shared with both schools for 

distribution amongst pupils. Officers from the Council also met with the School Council at 

Duffryn Junior School, and separately with a group of Year Two children from Duffryn Infant 

School to discuss the proposal and gain their views. A summary of the responses received is 

outlined in the Learner Voice section.   
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Consultation Responses 

19 consultation responses were received, broken down as follows: 

 11 were from parents of children currently attending the two schools; 

 5 were from members of teaching staff at the Junior school; 

 1 was from the Monmouth Diocesan Trust, and; 

 2 respondents did not disclose their relationship with either school.  

All nineteen respondents, therefore 100% of those stakeholders who shared their views, 

supported the proposal.  

With regard to the responses from staff members however, all five raised concerns over the 

proposed implementation date of April 2017. There was a view that this would not be 

appropriate due to the close proximity to the National Tests for pupils in Years 2 to 6 and the 

subsequent moderation of Year 6 levels and teacher assessments. Each of these five 

respondents expressed a view that the amalgamation should be postponed to take effect 

from September 2017.   

Estyn 

There was no formal response from Estyn in respect of this proposal.  

 

Learner Voice 

Officers from the Council met with the sixteen members of the Duffryn Junior School Council 

on Friday 9th September 2016. In total 13 of these pupils (equivalent to 81%) thought that the 

proposal was a good idea; 2 pupils (12.5%) did not think it was a good idea and the 

remaining pupil (6%) answered that they did not know whether it was a good or bad idea.  

Points made in support of the proposal included: 

 Ability to make more friends; 

 The children in the Junior department could help those in the Infants; 

 More teachers available across the whole school; 

 A single school would be easier for parents, and; 

 The uniform, logo, clubs and correspondence could be aligned across the whole 

school.  

Against this, they put forward a number of reasons why they felt the proposal should not go 

ahead, such as: 

 Not wanting to be in the same school as their siblings; 

 A new uniform could introduce an additional cost burden on parents, and; 

 Possibly finding out afterwards that the current model was actually better than the 

proposed alternative. 

A similar meeting then took place on Wednesday 21st September 2016 with ten children from 

the Year Two classes at Duffryn Infant School. These pupils asked officers a series of 

questions relating to the proposal as follows:  
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Will we be able to go on the junior playground? 
Yes it is likely that the infants will sometimes use the junior play area, and that the juniors will 
sometimes use the infant play area. 
 
Will we get to see the junior children? 
Yes. As it will be one single primary school it is likely that the infant and junior children will 
see much more of each other.  
 
Will people still be kind? 
Yes, all staff and pupils will be kind to each other, just as they are at the moment. 
 
Will there be more teachers? 
No, the number of teachers will be the same as at the moment although current infant 
teachers may teach junior classes and vice versa. 
 
Will we wear the same uniform? 
The new school will have one uniform. This could be red like the current infant uniform, blue 
like the current junior uniform, or something completely different. The pupils will be asked to 
help decide this.  
 
Will people wear ties? 
The new school uniform might include ties. Pupils will help decide this. 
 
How many children will there be in the school? 
The same as at the moment: 80 in nursery, 180 in the infants and 240 in the juniors.  
 
Will we have the same playtime? 
Possibly yes, although this will be decided nearer the time. 
 
Can everyone fit in the hall? 
No, neither hall is big enough for all of the children who will be at the new primary school. 
However some infant children may attend junior assemblies and some junior children might 
attend infant assemblies.  
 
How will we get to the juniors? Will we get a new door? 
The current infant and junior doors will still be available. We are also hoping to create a new 
corridor to link between the two schools so children can walk from one to the other easily. 
 
Will we be in the same class?  
Teachers might move to different classes each year.  
 
How will we fit everyone in? 
The primary school will have the same number of children as the current infant and junior 
schools so this won’t be a problem. 
 
Will we be able to visit other classes? 
Yes, children will move around the school easily. 
 
How much food will we have? 
There will be enough food at lunchtime for all of the children who want school dinners.  
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In summary, 7 of the 10 children (70%) thought that the proposal was a good idea, with 2 

(20%) disagreeing. The remaining pupil (10%) answered that they weren’t sure whether the 

proposal was a good or bad idea. The good points included the fact that they could see more 

of their older friends and siblings. They were concerned however that there might not be 

enough room for everyone, and that some naughty Junior age children could push the 

smaller children over if they were all in the playground at the same time.  

In addition to this, a further twenty-three completed questionnaires were returned from pupils 

across the two schools. A copy of the questionnaire is shown at Appendix A. The responses 

are outlined below, but in summary 65% of respondents felt that the proposal was a good 

one which overall would be of benefit to the school and the pupils.  

Question 1 
Do you think having one school instead of two is a good idea? 

 Yes (15) 

 No (2) 

 Don’t know (6) 
 
Question 2 
What do you think will be good about having one school instead of two? 

 Most schools in Newport are already primary schools; 

 Less hassle; 

 More children and maybe a bigger play yard; 

 It would be nice for a change; 

 It’s a good idea; 

 One uniform; 

 The junior pupils could help the children in the infants; 

 Being one school will improve the school; 

 Easier to get to school; 

 Brothers and sisters will be able to see each other; 

 More space; 

 Lunch and play times will remain the same; 

 A bigger school will be fun. 
 
Question 3 
Can you think of any reasons why we shouldn’t do this?  

 Small children may get hurt if they are on the play yard at the same time as the junior 
pupils; 

 The younger children may annoy the older pupils; 

 It will be too much; 

 The Headteacher would need to pay more staff; 

 Because I want Mrs Thomas to be my Headteacher.  
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Frequently Asked Questions 

In response to the comments received during the various consultation and engagement 

events, a set of Frequently Asked Questions was drafted as follows:  

My child is currently in Year 2 at the Infant School. Should I submit an application for 
him / her to be admitted to the Junior School in September 2017 or is this no longer 
required? 
This proposal is currently at the consultation stage and therefore the Council is unable to 
predict the outcome. As a result, parents of children currently in Year Two should still submit 
an application for admission to Year Three at the Junior School from September 2017. If the 
proposal is subsequently approved, the Council will contact parents to advise them that their 
applications are no longer required and so will be withdrawn. The application window will be 
open from 7th November 2016 to 13th January 2017.  
 
What will happen to the staff at both schools if this proposal is approved? 
If the proposal is approved, a shadow Governing Body will be established to work alongside 
the two Governing Bodies in setting up the new school. At the point of the closure of the two 
schools, the Infant and Junior Governing Bodies will be disbanded and the shadow 
Governing Body will be made permanent and become responsible for the Primary School.   
 
Will there be any building works on the site to support an amalgamated primary 
school? 
It is hoped that some modification works will be carried out in due course to assist movement 
between the Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2. This will be funded by Section 106 
developer contributions in respect of new housing in the area.  
 
The two schools currently have different uniforms. What will be the uniform at the 
new school? 
The shadow Governing Body and the Headteacher elect will be responsible for confirming a 
whole-school uniform policy, and will likely involve the pupils in taking this decision. There 
may be some transitional arrangements in the short-term to assist families.  
 
What will be the name of the new school? 
The name of the new school will be agreed by the shadow Governing Body and it is likely 
that the pupils will be asked for their opinions on this at the appropriate stage.  
 
What will the logo of the new school look like? 
This will be decided by the shadow Governing Body and it is likely that the pupils will be 
asked for their opinions on this at the appropriate stage.  
 
Where will the Headteacher of the new school be based? 
The shadow Governing Body and the Headteacher elect will be responsible for confirming 
the operational arrangements for the new primary school.  
 

 

 

In accordance with the School Organisation Code (2013) this report is published 
electronically on Newport City Council’s website at www.newport.gov.uk 

To request a hard (paper) copy of this document please contact Newport City Council’s 
Education Service Development Manager on 01633 656656 or email 
school.reorg@newport.gov.uk  

http://www.newport.gov.uk/
mailto:school.reorg@newport.gov.uk
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APPENDIX A 

 

              
 

Amalgamation of Duffryn Infant School and  

Duffryn Junior School 
 

 

We want to join Duffryn Infant School and Duffryn Junior School together to 

make a new primary school and we want to know what you think about this plan. 
 

1. Do you think having one school instead of two is a good idea? 

 
No 

 
Don’t know 

 
Yes 

   

 

2. What do you think will be good about having one school instead of 

two? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Can you think of any reasons why we shouldn’t do this?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to tell us what you think! 

 

 


