
Buildings which are eligible Eligible buildings must be of particular architectural or historic interest
for grant aid including listed, locally listed and buildings within conservation areas and may

include any other buildings deemed by the Council to be of architectural
significance

The grants are discretionary and there is no obligation on the Council to offer a
grant in any particular case.

All applications will be considered on their own merits in the light of the
importance of the proposed works, the availability of resources and the
contribution of the proposed works to the preservation of the building and/or
the townscape

Works which are eligible The grants are intended to assist with exceptional costs incurred as a result 
for grant aid of  the special character of the building, or where original features are being

restored

Grants will only be offered for external works of repair and other maintenance
work  which the Council consider are necessary for the preservation of the
building in a sound structural and architectural condition

Works of restoration of an historically correct nature and works involving
traditional repair techniques and materials are eligible.

Professional or specialist fees incurred in connection with  accurate conservation
and restoration of historic artifacts may also be considered for grant aid.

Buildings and works which Routine decoration and maintenance will not be grant aided.
are not eligible for grant aid

Improvement or extensions are not eligible

Works completed or commenced before an offer of grant has been formally
accepted will not normally be considered

Buildings belonging to public boards and to large private organisations and
companies are excluded from applying for this grant programme.

Who can apply for a grant? Applications will be considered from any person or body, whatever their interest
providing the applicant is in a position to carry out the works. Applicants should
not profit from the grant and must state if they are entitled to charge the cost of
the work against corporation or other taxes. Only in exceptional circumstances
will a grant be offered where tax relief is obtainable. 

Grants will not normally be offered to speculative developments. In the case
where properties have been acquired within 2 years of the grant application
being received by the City Council applicants may be required to  provide a
valuation report and structural survey pre-dating their acquisition of the
property.

How much grant is paid? The percentage of grant will be up to 25% of eligible costs up to a ceiling of
£2,000 or whichever is the less.
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Submissions Applications should be made on the appropriate forms and should be
accompanied by two copies of the following documents:

• detailed, annotated drawings showing the existing buildings and the proposed
works and/or detailed specification of the proposed works prepared by an
architect or other agent acceptable to the Council

• two itemised tenders from the contractors of recognised standing, broken
down if necessary to illustrate those items for which grant aid is sought.

Decision on application The applicant will be informed in writing of the Council’s decision

If an offer of grant is to be accepted it must be done in writing, within fourteen
days of the offer before any work is commenced.

Conditions An offer of grant may be made subject to conditions, including that the works
are carried out as soon as possible and within 6 months of a grant being offered.

Starting work Grants will not be offered towards projects that have already started unless the
Head of Planning and Economic Regeneration has agreed in writing that work
may proceed without prejudice to the application.

NOTE: An agreement to start work does not bind the Council to offer a grant.
Without a formal offer of grant applicants start work at their own risk.

Approved works The works which are the subject of the grant must be carried out strictly in
accordance with the details as described in the approved specification and/or
drawings

If during the course of the work, the applicant finds it impracticable to carry out
the work in accordance with what was approved, then changes should be made
only after specific approval has been granted by the Council. Failure to do so may
result in the withdrawal or withholding of the grant.

Attention is drawn to the need for the Council’s conservation staff to inspect the
premises before, during and after completion of the works. Adequate notice
must be given prior to commencement of works on site.

Quality of work Applicants are reminded that any new work or repair which is grant aided must
be correctly detailed and carried out to match existing work precisely to the
highest standards of workmanship. The Council reserve the right to withdraw
the offer of grant where work does not meet these standards.

Payment of grant Payment can only be made after completion of the works to the satisfaction of
the Council and after submission of evidence of costs incurred (e.g. builder’s
receipts)

Recovery of grant If, during the period of three years beginning with the day on which a grant is
made under Section 57 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas)
Act 1990 towards the repair or maintenance of upkeep of any property the
grantee disposes of the interest held by him in the property, the Council reserves
the right to recover the amount of the grant or such part as they think fit.

Statutory consents Applicants are reminded of their obligations where necessary to acquire
statutory consents through the Planning Acts and Building Regulations where
necessary.


